Successfully integrate Kidspiration 2 into the curriculum
with Kidspiration in the Classroom. 32 standards-aligned
lesson plans in reading and writing, science, social
studies and math are specifically designed for grades
in the : K-2 and grades 3-5. Each easy-to-use lesson includes
Standa\’ds~a“ ~an overview, learning objectives, preparation and
esson plan® step-by-step lesson plan.
This preview of Kidspiration
in the Classroom contains:

* Introduction to lesson plan book
* Actual table of contents

* Four complete standards-based lesson plans
* Ordering information
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About Kidspiration’
_in the Classroom

7

. Organization
The main sections of Kidspiration” in The Classroom reflect the four major curriculum areas: Reading
and Writing, Social Studies. Science and Math. Within cach section, lessons arc designated grades K-2
or 3-5. You may find it helpful to review lessons from grade levels outside vour area; many lessons can
easily be modified for other content and classrooms. Additional sections at the end of the book offer

further resources for curriculum development and enrichment.
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Writing For an Audience

L Overview

Students write at a level somewhat lower than their reading level, so younger children are a perfect

audience for their compositions. In this lesson, students plan and write a report on a subject that
mterests younger students and share it with them.

3

. Standards

* Students use a variety of strategies to identify topics to investigate.

* Students use a variety of print and non-print sources to gather information.
* Students use strategies to gather and record research information.

* Students use strategies to write for different audiences.

Preparation
1. Arrange for a primary class to partner with your students. Make sure there is sufficient age
range between the groups. For example, partner a third grade class with kindergartners rather
than a second grade class.
2. Ask the partner teacher to have his or her students brainstorm topics they want to know

more about.

Lesson

1. Inform students they will be writing reports for children at the primary level. Have students

select a topic to explore from among those brainstormed by the primary grade audience.

2. Tell students to identify at least eight facts about their topic and take notes on their findings.
Assist students as they use the library or Internet to research.

3. Have students open the More—Five Facts activity. Discuss what makes one fact more
important than another and what facts their will understand. Tell students to identify five good
facts from their rescarch notes and enter them into the appropriate symbols. Encourage them
to add subtopics as necessary.
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4. Have students switch to Writing View to add further detail.

+ First American cartoon was "Humorous Phases of Funny Faces”
This was a black and white movie of a guy’s hand drawing funny faces.

+ Made up of thousands of single pictures
When they show all these pictures one after the other, it looks like the pictures are moving.

* Now they use computers
They use the computer to copy the smue picture over and over so they don't have to draw it more than
once. Now even Kids can make cartoons on o computer.

5. Discuss the reading level of the target audience with students. Ask students to make sure
they are using clear, simple vocabulary, and suggest dividing longer sentences into
shorter ones. Have students use the Listen tool to check for awkward construction or other
problems they may have missed when reading silently.

6. Before students publish their report, remind them the diagram in Picture View will serve as
the illustration for their report. Encourage them to return to Picture View to add symbols.
If necessary. have them rearrange their diagram for clarity.

7. From Writing View, have students click the Publish button to finalize their report in a
word processor.

8. If possible. take your class to visit the partner classroom and share their reports with small
groups interested in their topics. Encourage them to ask their audience for comments,
questions and other feedback. /’6\
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Family Cultures

Overview

Defining similarities among people helps build a sense of community. It is equally important to
identify the differences that make us individuals. In this activity, students diagram information about
their families. then explore comparisons with other students’ families.

Standards

* Students understand similarities and differences among people.
* Students explore family or cultural heritage through stories, songs and celebrations.

* Students know how people share family beliefs and values (for example, oral traditions, literature,
songs. art. religion. community celebrations. mementos, food and language).

Preparation
1. Download the About My
Family activity or refer to the
How To section, page 102, to
create your own version. Note:

You may wish to adapt this ' caune bom \ ol
lesson to accommodate children ,,/ il S | .
with non-traditional families or -~ '
living situations.

2. Open the About My Family
activity and switch to Writing
View. Print the activity and

1de 248 c « Abowt My Family
prO\ ldﬁ CO])] €s t() StUd en tb 4 Wie are tallang about fanubes and what mabes them special Pleace help your child braustonn some xeas hete You

may =xh 10 e prnpes as sel 7 sk

For homework, ask them to

share the activity with their i i etk oy i
parents or caregivers and record
answers to the listed questions.

+ Wheie wr cane hom
Wht cluferent states. 1egoin 01 countres ced ;0w frly cone fiom?

= Specal Uachtons
What age soime speeidl tiacibons m vouw famadv” Fou ezamiple feod celebratons or sionest
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Lesson

1. Open the About My Family activity. Tell students about your family and demonstrate
how to use the activity by entering your information into the appropriate symbols. Use
the Symbol Maker tool at least once to create a symbol, and check for understanding.
If your students are emerging writers, show them how to use the Record command to
add information.

2. Have students open the About My Family activity. Ask them to consult their homework
as they record information about their family. Circulate among students to check for
understanding and offer suggestions.
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3. Check student diagrams and look for a category that would offer a good opportunity
for comparison. Use this category as the basis of a class discussion on similaritics
and differences.
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Birds of Our Schoolj

. Overview

Central to the study of ecology is the understanding that living things interact with each other and

e
ooy

\Z
4

5

their habitat. In this lesson. students use Kidspiration” to create a web site on the common birds
found in the habitats surrounding their school.

Standards

* Students understand that living organisms depend on one another and on their environment

for survival.
* Students know that scientific investigations require careful and systematic observation.
Materials needed
* One pair of binoculars for each team

* One copy of a bird identification book for cach tcam

Preparation
1. Download the Bird Observation Record activity and Bird Facts activity or refer to the
How To section. page 102, to create your own versions.

S Hest locaton
How i
common | i Eud
N Nesting
mfonnation
Humbel
of young

present

{ First sighting | | Last sighting
; i

-©20021 lnsp:i{'otion Software®, Inc. ) E S_Cience I v.Grﬁ‘deS 3-5




& Bud Observation Record

2. Gather informational material on Jocal birds, such as species check lists, and compile a
list of Internet sites on bird biology and identification such as the USGS Patuxent Bird
Identification InfoCenter found at www.usgs.gov.

3. Contact local organizations interested in bird conservation, such as the Audubon
Society, and arrange for a volunteer to give a presentation 1o vour students.

b

% Lesson
1. Tell students they will be creating a guide to the birds that frequent the habitats of
their school.

2. Have the volunteer give a presentation to your students on the common local birds,
bird watching techniques and the use of bird identification books. Ask the presenter
to survey the campus with students and help them identify good locations for
bird observation.

3. Instruct students to form teams and familiarize themselves with common local birds by
consulting the identification manuals and informational material vou gathered.

Continued next page
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continued

Birds of Our School

4. Assign cach team one of the observation locations on campus. Instruct them to open the Bird
Observation Record and print a copy for use in the field.

5. Direct teams to observe birds at their assigned location once a week for twenty minutes and
record the results of their observations in the Bird Observation Record activity.

'& Bird Observation Record ol

Date
September 25, 2003

) i

~, Weather e
- Sunny, 80 degiees F. No wind.

Location
Northwest comer of playground. e P

B Habutat type
Open lawm. tiees. ~ gttt LN oA il

Behavor
On ground, feedmg. Saw one pull a worm out of the growd ff A

Field marks
Dark head, broken eye 1mg, rust colored breast and belly

Names l:lames ;
Amencan 1obm

6. Have teams conduct observations for the entire school vear, switching locations every
two weeks.

7. Towards the end of the school year. instruct teams to use print and Internet materials to further
research one of the species they observed. Tell them to open the Bird Facts activity and use it to
record their findings. Remind teams to include an image of their bird in the diagram.

Continued next page
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8. Have teams share their diagrams with the class. Invite students to offer constructive
suggestions for improvement.

9. Tell teams to revise their diagrams based on feedback.

10. Ask teams to use the Export command to export their diagrams as HTML files to serve
as the basis for a Birds of Our School web site. Use an HTML authoring program to
create a home page to link student diagrams and finalize the web site.
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Overview

Understanding the relationships between variables in story problems is a crucial step to
mathematical understanding. In this lesson, students use Kidspiration® to visualize these

relationships and develop computational strategies.

Standards

* Students solve problems that arise in mathematics and in other contexts.

* Students understand various meanings of addition and subtraction of whole numbers and the

relationship between the two operations.
* Students develop and use strategies for whole number computations with a focus on addition

and subtraction.

Preparation
1. Download the Fish Story Problem activity or =
Fib Stery Problem

refer to the How To section, page 102. to

create your own version.

2. Create several story problems ranging in
difficulty from easy to challenging using
similar creatures. For example, using tropical
fish. you might craft the following problems:

— Jason purchased three gold fish and three
striped fish. He pours each group of fish —=r
into his fish bowl. How many fish does he

have in the bowl?
— Wendy has five gold fish in her fish bowl and puts two into a cup to give to her fiiend.

How many fish are left?
— Tameeka has two gold fish in her fish bowl. If each fish has five fins, what is the rotal

number of fins in the bowl?

 Math | Gradesk-2
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. Lesson
1. Open the Fish Story Problem activity and present a sample story problem to students.
Ask them how they could use the activity to show the information given in the problem.
Model their suggestions as a diagram. Have students suggest how they might visualize
possible solutions and modify the diagram accordingly.

Jason purchased three gold fish and three striped fish. He pours each group of fish into
his fish bowl. How many fish does he have in the bowl?

Problem diagrammed Solution diagrammed
I Frb Story Problem ]
(\//: =,
v

2. Have students form teams of two, and ask them to open the Fish Story Problem activity.
Read teams the least difficult story problem. and instruct them to use the activity to
picture the information in the story problem by dragging symbols into appropriate
SuperGrouper” categories. Have teams print a copy of their diagram.

3. Instruct teams to modify the diagram to represent a visual solution to the problem and
an arithmetic expression of the solution by dragging symbols into appropriate
SuperGrouper categories. Have them print a copy of their solution.

4. Ask teams to share their printed diagrams with at least two other teams. Different
teams will have different ways of representing the problem and its solution. Encourage
students to discuss the reasons for their representations.

Continued next page
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~ continued

[Visualizinq S tOl’y p rob"

5. Continue this process with the rest of the problems you created. Encourage students to modify
the diagram by adding and deleting symbols and SuperGrouper categories as needed.

Wendy has five gold fish in her fish bowl and puts two into a cup to give to her friend.
How many fish are left?

Problem diagrammed Solution diagrammed

I Fish Stary Protdem I

P

T
\\&\—:ﬁ'—'{

iy oy 7 =

0 S {y o(p ‘ 0 (ol | 5_2= 3

6. Have each team use the Fish Story Problem activity to create a problem to share with

the class.

7. Tell teams to drag symbols or numbers into the appropriate SuperGrouper categories to

represent the information in their problem.

Jaden can have eight sea creatures in his fish bowl. If he adds four jellvfish, what is the most
number of sea horses he can add to the fish bowl?
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8. Ask students to print a copy of their story problem for you to review. Allow teams to
revise their diagrams as needed.

9. Have teams present their problems to the class. Encourage students to ask questions
about the problems.

10. Select several student-created problems and ask teams to diagram solutions using the
Fish Story Problem activity.

11. Ask teams to share their solutions with the rest of the class.
“7. Extension
Create story problem sets using other creatures. For example:
- Emilv sees six robins sitting on her front fence. If two of them fly away, how many are lefi?

— Bill's pet guinea pig, Louie, eats three carrots a dav. If Bill puts nine carrots in Louie’s
cage. how many days will they lasi?

— There are five squirrel families living in the park. If each mother squirrel has three babies
in the spring, how many baby squirrels are in the park?

©2004 Inspiration Software?, Inc.
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Eleancr Roosevelt 1554-1962

A Undappy chilithood
Anna Blearos Rocoewdt was bom in New Yok Oty on Ocloder 11 1584 Hes
fathes. Ello Rocsevelt wes President Theodor Rocsevelfs youwngrs biote:
Elearor's mother, Arza Mall wes » descendent of he Livmgsons. »
Asstingusted New York family

1. Orphaned at an exxly sge
By e time Eleanor was eight years ok, both of her pazents had died She
West D e with hes pandzaother Hall who was a very et chacipliranan
2. Very shy and awkward

B Interest tn social work
Elraror retuimed ' New Yoik ol age 16 She rejecied der *Mgh socieny”
Sackpsound and becaae actm in social storms

1. Visiied peedy childres

[ vsved » wed i hat ulied #bout aboat how Eleanor helped e chudzen

©f New York 1 can use fus as a reference.

2. Tawght dancing and Litera ture at community centers

3. Worked with the Red Cross

Praskin served in Washinglos a5 assistt secietay of the navy dhairg,

Workd War [ while Eleanos worked with the Red Cross. S he &d turgs

ke vist wotincled sokbers
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Science=-aAnimal habitats

Kidspiration - Scionce - Microsoft Internet Explorer
7=

Science~Water changes

Water changes
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Birds that fly

T Kidspiration - Math -

Kidspiration® Math—Lunch money




3 Kidspiration - Math - Microsoft Internet Explorer

Math~Fraction action

|| Move these fractione to the comrect coicgory. |

A% &b

Swinh to The Story of My
Writing view tife
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Pichuro viow Experiment
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What do I want to find out?

(=

Whiat steps will 1 take?

Additional Activities—Sclence
Experiment
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3 Inspiration Diagram Archive - Microsoft Internet Explorer

tanquage Arts—
Hatchet character analysis

e R e 1 L AT A e B SRR T T L A

Switch to Language Arts— |

Diogram Yiew Hatchet charactor analysis

Brian Robeson
Hatchetby Gary Paulsen
L Personal growth
A. Discovers the “new” Brian
The old Brian Is gona—gone with 3 plane that fMles ovarhaad
and doesnT see him Biian becomas 3 dflerent person His mind
and body make 3 connaction that allows him 1o realty expsniance his
SUrToUNdings and his situabon fully. He sees more clearly. ho hears
anc underslands sounds. He becomes 3 patient person
1. More thougtful
Brian feals connections with the worid around him He feams that
ifhe is careful ang inks his actans through he makes fewer mistakes
2. Mot e observant
Brian Ieams 10 522 hings more claarty. As he searches for food.
Brian makes many di that help hien
Widemess and become a par of it
B. Finds solutions to extracs dnary chalienges
A moose charges hwn and injures him. That might 3 torado hits and Bnan
15 3G3in ket weth nothing but his hatchat But Bnan Is 3 diflerant pers;
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Book Comparison
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Pl switch to Language Arts—
Book Comparison

Bom Laura Elzabeth ingalis. on February 7. 1867, in Lake Papin, Wisconsin
Ingalls attended schood in varkous stales as her tamily of ploneers moveo
round the West She taught in the Dakota Termitory from 1882 1o 1885,
when she martied Aimanzo Wilder Afler thew marriage, the Wilders lived
on afarm in De Smet. South Dakota untl they moved 1o Mansteld, Missour
In 1894 Laura ingalls Wilder served as the aditer of the Missouri Ruralist
for 12 years, When she was in her 60's. Wikder drew on her own and her
husbang’s 10 rite books days
1. Othet works
Litve House in the Big Woods (1532)
Farmer Boy (1933)
Umie House on the Prairte (1935)
Ontne Banks
B. Theme
Lfe may change butit just gels better
C. Tone, mood, style

Inspiration Science - Disgrams - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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3 Inspiration Science - Diagrams - Microsoft Int:

Nitrogen
Cycle

Science~
The Skefetal system

Multiplication

Addition

14



cararce ov,
]
2/ Tows
Sorren Simep Sres
ey £a

15




A Inspiration Math - Disgrams - Microsoft [nternet Explorer

‘inspiration : Math-Addition |
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¥ Outfine View Rivalry In Ameticon Democracy

S . S

Swikch to Soclal Studies—

Diagrom View Rivalry in Amierican Democracy

Jeffarson valued small farmars and agncultuee rather han cibes and induslry,
1. "PURE REPUBLICANISH™ Central ideas of America was indviduni

Jeflerson lended lowards a broader. fresr democracy. He hald he belial

131 "avery man and avery body of men on Earth possess the right

ol seit-govgmment”

2. Viewed the Ametican Revolution as successful and complete L
Tha Amarican Revoluton was a necessary and decisive means 1o 2
fraa00m from: British rule and politics.

C. BACKGROUND AND PERSONALITY

1. Aristocratic and shy pacifist, a humble and reserved intellectusl

2. Favored forming and quiet, rural Bfe of independent small kandownes s

3. Member of one of Virigina's oldest ond most established fomilies
Jefferson was 3iso 3 plantation owner and slavehoider

D. VIEW OF THE CONSTITUTION AND PROPER ROLE OF GOVERNMENT
e

ey
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Comparison of French and American
evolutions
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The invention of the refrigerator
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3 Inspiration Social Studies - Diagrams -

ficrosoft Internet Exploror

Social Studies
Causcs leading to World Wor T

Social Studies~ |5
Factors of Immigration

Factors of
immigration
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Planning -
Flat Stanley language arts unit
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/3 Inspiration Planning

. * . planning—
mspiration Unit plan on The True Confessions o

il

A Inspiration Planning - Diay

Planning~
Planning a nature reserve park
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Planning
Biography paper
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Let's get
started!
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